


ﬁrougﬁ May to October, every 2nd Friday, the

co[[ege district in é:poﬁane ﬁgﬁts up andyis

inundated with rows of theme driven tents,
vendors, and fooa{ trucks. People are cfancing, sﬁowing
their wares, sitting back anfﬁatcﬁing, afrinking ina
safe manner, anﬂwem[[ re[axing and cﬁatting. The
vibe that ﬂows from the market is relaxed and artis-
tic, as fegp[e walk around in theme driven gm’ﬁ, while
[augﬁing and intemctin\g.

As we walked into the Zlugust Fric[ay Mar-
ket, we were \greeteaf 5y a_person in a Hawaiin sty[ec{
shirt who was fu[[ of energy and a we[coming attitude.
Pegp[e came from all over Spokane to check out the
market. While it’s not the f;rgest market within \gpo-
Eane, and not farm 5aseJ, it is one of the better ones
I have seen. It is a reminder of Pike Place Market or
even Portland’s Satun{ay market, tﬁougﬁ on a much
smaller scale. This farticu[ar market is art based and
housed at 508 E Riverside Ave, in the farking [ot of
é‘poﬁane’s Cata[yst 6ui[zfing.

When we /ﬁrst got tﬁere, j)egp[e were just
starting to trickle in. The theme for this month was
An Undersea Fantasy. Booths were se[[ing wares that
matched the tﬁeme, such as crocodile sﬁu[[s, Crocodile
feet, stuﬁec[ crotched animals, and sea-based aintings.
The D] f[ayed music from a ﬁrtgﬁt(y co[oreﬁfrt]ent in
the corner. An SCA attendant showed peo le rqpiers
and ﬁeavy armor, eafucating others on a }L}i}stort’ca[ s0-
ciety meant to teach and involve others. Across form
the SCA dis [ay, eqp[e rolled on skates, advertisin
Roller Derﬁg. ¢ market wasn't just meant to sei
wares, but sell an e)fperience.

As we walked aroum[, a mermaid sat next to
her treasure, a[[owing the kids to sit next to her, and
take fictures. Streamers in a seafoam color ﬁung
from tent covers, and one tent even held a kids

Action photo of two people dancing at Spokane Night
Market Agys:c 9, 2025 taken bebaglee Kyser

mystery game, makizﬂ kids critica[[‘y think and deter-
mine the outcome, while ﬁsﬁing for answers.

The atmogpﬁere was one you wouldn't e;gpect
from §p0£ane. If{fe[t artistic and community riven.
Participation and attendance started to grow as the sun
went down. Lights came to [ife within the market, and
Jveqp[e started)?fancin‘g to the music while cﬁatting
at the table and sitting ina coﬁr;fortaﬁ[e beer garJen
atmogpﬁere. Fortune tellers and tarot readers sat at
the eo{qe of their booth, intemcting with passersby’s. A
hoola ﬁoqper danced near the DJ’s booth while children

watched. 1g
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While wa[kin\g the event was Eeautifu[, there is
a near b 51’1’({9@ that connects the cﬁ'ﬁerent Jvarts of the
college dgfstrict. The Em'c{ge is unique, within Spokane,
and‘?[ee[s more like a sugpension Zm’c{ge with ﬁﬁye cables
over head. At nigﬁt, it’s [it up in a manner that jm[[s
attention and makes it look ethereal.

While the market was ﬁqpyenin behind us, we
took a walk up the bridge and watched the market from
afar, while ex [oring tﬁz ﬁeauty attached to it. On the
other side, there is a Jvarﬁ like area, also Eeautifu[[y (it
at m’gﬁt

While on the 6ria\fge, you can look down and
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the human e)gperience. Having been to many markets, I
can say that this one is my favorite, for the commum’ty
aspect and the fee[ing of ) onging, it ﬁrings. Its an

e)gperience, not a market,
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watch the cominﬁ an ioings of trains and cars. The Action photo of hoola hooper at Spokane Night Mar-
e
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maﬁing the 5ria(ge shake. It also a rea[[y unique lace

to do m’gﬁt hoto rqpﬁy, as you et the lights of own-
town a little bit fqurtﬁer off and the neargy Eui[ﬁngs

[it with ﬁ:gﬁts from qpartments above sﬁgps and restau-
rants.

This adds to the fee[ of the montﬁ[y marﬁets, as
it brings in a sense of community and togetﬁerness. The
ovemlzg 5r1’a‘rge between Joqpu[ations and egp[e is real,
within this area, and no longer metqpﬁﬁica[

As we returned to the market, a ﬂa[ sat on the
side walk, awaiting a ride. She held a little bird cage
and was dressed in Emgﬁt maﬁetfp, 'tting the mermaid
theme. Sometﬁing about this stood out as um’que and
cu[tum[[y i‘gniﬁcant The idea of 5riafging feqp[e even
more ap arent, as she did not ﬁt into what fee[s like a
norm fofr’ {poﬁane. It ﬁrougﬁt to the forefront the fact
that this market was about community and art, Tt was
more than a place to se[[, but also a f[uce to live and
thrive with [ike minded Jveqp[e. This yarticu[ar mar-
ket is a y[ace to tell stories, and live stories. It’s about
5ringing ]Jegp[e togetﬁer and creating a common area for
fegp[e to ming[e, talk, draw togetﬁer, and just ery’oy
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